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Malvern Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 21 November 2014 

 
12. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
Management Plan ref. 
(abridged) 
 

Project  
 

BP3 – Enhance the 
wildlife value of the 
countryside and 
achieve greater 
connectivity between 
key habitats within the 
AONB and between the 
AONB and the 
countryside beyond 

Three Counties Traditional Orchard Project – Following 
the submission of a Stage 2 funding application in June 2014 
we have been awarded £332,000 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund towards this 3 year project. Recruitment of a Project 
Officer is underway.   
 
Making Space for Nature – survey work on birds, butterflies, 
bees and bats was undertaken in the landscape scale project 
area during the summer months. A more complete picture of 
species presence and distribution can now be assembled. 
Next steps are to interrogate existing habitat data sets and to 
see how these relate to species distribution.   
 
 

CO2 – Develop an 
enhanced sense of 
ownership…among 
local 
communities…through 
opportunities for 
involvement in 
consultation activities 
 
 

Neighbourhood Plans – the AONB Unit continues to work with 
members of Colwall Parish Council to support the development 
of a Neighbourhood Plan. A landscape capacity and sensitivity 
study of Colwall's settlement boundary has now been completed 
and presented to the local community. … 

 

DP1 – The distinctive 
character and natural 
beauty of the AONB will 
be fully reflected in 
consistent statutory 
land use policy and 
guidance across the 
AONB 
 
 

AONB Guidance on Building Design – evidence is emerging 
that this guidance is being used and referenced in a small 
number of planning applications. Thanks are due to LA Planning 
Officers who are promoting the guidance.  
 

LP2 – Restore 
distinctive landscapes 
and landscape features 
that have been 
significantly degraded 

Burying overhead electricity cable – Work is currently 
underway on 15 sites ranging from securing the wayleaves to 
trenching for the cables. Work is progressing slowly but 
kilometres of cable are being buried on Eastnor Estate at the 
time of writing. The current spending review, during which all the 
projects must be completed, ends in April 2015. Western Power 
Distribution, with whom rests the operational management, 
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seem confident that all will be done in time. If JAC members 
know of any lengths of overhead cable they think might be 
candidates for the scheme, do contact David Armitage. They 
could be included in the next programme. 
 
Landscape Improvement Grants -  these small grants are 
aimed at landowners who fall outside the ambit of larger grant 
systems. c.£1,200 has been committed to projects such as 
hedge and orchard  planting. Further projects are sought. 
 
Three Counties Showground Landscape Enhancements –
the Operations Manager has planned a series of works to be 
carried out this season. These include work gapping up an old 
hedge line, restocking a traditional orchard and removing 
leylandii.  
 
Giving Veteran Trees Breathing/Breeding Space 
The unit continues to work with the Woodland Trust to identify 
veteran trees in woodlands that have become swamped by 
more vigorous species. Once it was acceptable silvicultural 
practice to overplant existing ancient woodlands with fast 
growing timber trees; in many cases the relict veteran trees 
remain, but only just. The aim is to identify such trees and 'halo 
thin' around them, giving space for the trees to breath and light 
for their seeds to germinate. Uptake of this project is slow – any 
members with knowledge of such swamped veteran trees or 
ancient woods should contact David Armitage. 
 
 

IP5 – Raising 
awareness of 'being in 
the Malvern Hills' as a 
special place to 
encourage sustainable 
activity. 

Revamping the Electronic Communications 
The Malvern Hills AONB website needs to be brought up to 
date; less in terms of design, more in terms of the editing 
technologies. It is hoped to migrate the current website to a 
php platform, that will enable Unit staff to edit the site much 
more successfully and thereby keep it up to date, and 
interesting. 
 
And to keep up with modern trends, and ways of 
communicating less formally with people, the Malvern Hills 
AONB now has a Facebook page. Twitter has also been 
used, but current thought is that, with its swift response 
times, it interrupts more considered work. It would be 
interesting to know whether JAC members use any of these 
media. 

 
 

 
Members of the JAC are requested to contact the AONB 
Unit if they wish to be involved in any consultations or to 
receive further information on any of these agenda 
items.  

 


